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EDITORTAL.

This is number one of "The South Saxon" which
constitutes a new step in the 1ife of the D.A. Other
D.A's puccessfully run their magazines and there is
no reason why Sussex should not do the sams. But
this can only be done with your co-operation and the
Editor makes no apology for devoting the first Edit-
orial to an appeal for help.

It is tho intention to make the magazine of as

wide appoal as possible and to that end we wish to
have articles and notes from a large circle of mcmbers.
We 01l iave some activity which we ply as an adjunct
to our cycling. Then WRITE TO THE EDITOR ABOUT IT.
It doesn't matter if you aren't a skilled journalist
(neither is the Ealtor) but if you supply the matter
and we can read your writing we don't mind. Line
sketehes and corrospondence on D.A.mattors are also
invited.

Then the magszine must pay its way. Every copy
you scll helps to this end =0 860 ghatfygu guy you;
copy end try to interest your cycling friends. Horo
algg is an Zxoell,ent means of interesting nou-cycl 12g
friends in_tho QIEHB oand D.A. This can be a groa
success. SO Wel in. e



LINGFIELD'S VILLAGE CAGE.

Whon in tho vicinity of East Grinstead membors
should pay & visit to Lingfield which has several
objects of interest to the Tourist.

In the contre of this pleasant village stands
n unique and quaint building called the village cage.
It adjoins a picturesque pieco of water Gunpit Fond.

The building is supposed to have been orootod
in the fiftecnth contury as an obelisk but doubt
oxists as to the purpose for which it was originally
intondod. It is stated to have boon an ecclesiast-
icol shrine; incorporated in tho building is St.
Foter's cross-

Latterly it was used 2s a 'lock-up' for the
village wrong-doers. It was the practice of the
constable to lock up a man there overnight in readi-
ross for the prison house at Godstone. Aftor that
it wis usod only for people who were drunk and
disorderly. The last time a man was cagod thero
was in 1882.

of particular interost are the mony quaint
objocts stored inside the cage, all of which are
marked and fully described. Among these relics of
the past arc to be found old muskete, police consta-
blos' 'nut crackers', s Sussex fammer's fiail, a
ponny-farthing bicycle and the original ring used
for Jem Smith'c last fight against Jack Davies in
1885.

Right up against tho buiiding is a vonerable oak
roputed to have been plantcd by the Collegiate monks.

The key of the cage may be obtained at tho
watch repairer's shop opposito.
-2~ A.A.SHITH.



PHOTC)GRAHIC NOTES.
T

R

The Camera-Clubman will shortly be over-hauling
his apparatus for the coming season so a few notes
on this point may not be out of place.

ost of us uee folding cameras these days and
it is most important that these should be kept
free from dust inside. Dust on the lens impairs
its definition and dust falling on the film or
plate will ruin the best picture. A small brush
is the best instrument with which to clean the
bellows as it enables you to get between the folds
where dust is most likely to collect. The lens
iteclf should only be rubbed very carefully,
preferably with an old silk handkerchief as lens
glass i comparatively soft. Box cameras should
also be carefully dusted inside.

It is also wise to test the light-tightness of
the bellows. A lighted electric lamp placed inside
the camera in a darkened room will immediately
reveal any holes which can then be repairea with
small pieces of thin leather stuck on with Durofix
and carefully folded.

Vhile the camera is open, test the shutter to
soo that it ie working freely and if not have it
attonded to by an expert. It is not wise to
tinker with a spoeded shutter and in any case‘NEVER
OIL IT.

The ceuse of many epoilt and fuzzy pictures
oan be traced to an inaccurate focussing scale and
if one is fitted to your camera it should be

occasionally tested. Fix the camera on a firm
support and focuss by scale on an object at a
known distance. If a piece of ground glass isg

held in the position of the film and the shutter
e



Photographic Notes - Cont:

opened, the correctness of that particular position
of the focussing scale can be seen. It is wise to
test the scale in all the marked positions.

Any loose portioans of the leather covering of
the comera body should be carofully stuck down with
purofix or Seccotine. Special attention should be
given to the case to see that is quite waterproof
If of leather it can be well rubbed with beeswax or
‘Proofide’, especially at the seams. A uanves case
should have a waterproof iining. Your girl friend
will be pleased to make you one frcm an old cilskia.

b

And we muat uot forgm ine accessories. Thatv
tripod was not too id lasi year. Extend eech
section separately and find if there is Eos8e
ot auy poiut and tighten carefully. Examino sare-
fully the nuts at the noad they of toti wear 1008e.
Tne whole point of a tripod ie ivs rigidity. Tt's
worse than useless otherwise.

Light filters should be cleaned end inter-lens
golatine filters renewed. ihe lens hood should te
oxamined and any bright spots touched up with a mett
enamel . Incidently cvery lens is the better feor a
lens hood ant any time and it makes "against the
light" pictures possiblo. 48 one can be purchased
for 2/=s. it is an excellent investment.

In spite of the wide latitude of modern films,
the cost of material spoilt iu e year by wrong expo-
sure must amount to an enormous sum and yet expreure
meters can be bought very cheaply. Ve strongly
recommend every photographer to use one. The Burroughs
Yelcome handbook with useful information on all points
of photography and excellent exposute guide at 1/6d.
is a gilt edged investment

-4~ LENS



D.A. PHOTOGRAFHIC COMPETITION.

Photography is a natural adjunct to cycling and
there are meny photographers in our area but we rarely
have an opportunity of seeing their work. Ue have
therefore arranged a photographic competitiou open to
21l members of the D.A. and hope to have the support
of everybody. THIS MEANS YOU. The rules are as under

The picture shall be of some inciddnt or viow taken on
a D.A. or Section run which should be specified. The
picture must be taken by the Competitor but mey be
professionally finished

There is an entrance fee of %4 for ono picture and 6a
for two or more sent in one envelope from which suitable
prizes will be awarded.

The prints will be judged by & Hastings phomgmpmo
oxpert who will not be a member of the Glub

Every care will be taken of all prints but no respon-
sibility will be taken for any damage. If postege is
enclosed they will be returned otherwise they will be
mounted and kept as a D.A. record to which it ie hoped
to add from time to time.

The prints should be addresead to ¥r. Y.H.Hodeon, 1,0ffa
Road, Hastings and marked photorrnrhlc competition' and
must arrive not later than 24th May. The reeult will
bo published in the next issuo of 'The South saxon'

‘fhe fditor's decision must, of course, be considered
final, stc. etoc.

Romember, the Tirst prize in one of the greatest inter-
national compotitions ever known was won with a choeap
camera so get out your camera 2nd good hunting.

The Edltor would bo glad to receive from readers any
photographic hints or ideas which may interest members.

A



POTTED TOURS

FRrs—

In introducing this series of tours, it is not
suggested that any hard and fast rules should be
adopted or that every place mentioned should
necessarily be visited. On the contrary rhe
essence of enjoyment on tour lies in the elasticity
of programme, the ability to blind or potter as the
fancy dictates. At the same time, the annual tour
provides that opportunity, lacking on ordinary runs
to broaden our knowledge of the country beyond our
doors; a knowledge all the greater if we obtain
some of it beforehand.

To begin with, some good maps and, if possible,

a book or two on the proposed touring country should
be as much essential as the repair outfit or lamp.
And by maps I mean "really” maps, not the newspaper
variety so often met with among touring cyclists.
Bart's half-inch, the Ordnance Survey one-inch are
all that can be desired. Have both if possible -
don't forget also that useful aid "Bart's Touring
Atlas of the British Isles” (price 2/8) covering
all the half-inch maps but on a smaller scale. It is
invaluable in conjunction with the ordinary maps.
For example, having reached the furthest point of
the tour, you suddenly have an itch to return by a
totally different route from that originally planned,
a route not covered by your ordinary maps. Your
atlas will give you the alternative route forthwith,
omitting details, of course.

As to 0.S. maps, write to the Director General
Ordanance Survey, Southampton for the 0.S. Index -
quito gratis if you meution Cycling or the Gazette.
If you are goind to "do" a spocial part of the
country in detail, tho one-inch map is essential.
One 0.S.map, one Bart's and the atlas will take up
little room in the bag and the enjoyment of the
tour will be increased three-fold.

SB=



Potted Tour Cont .

Then as to books. Write to the various pub-
lishers for free lists: e.g. ilard Lock & Co.,
Salisbury House, Salisbury Square, E.C.4; A. & C.
Black Ltd. 4, Soho Square W.1, and Messrs. Burrows
Cheltenham, Glos. Don't despise also the froe
publications ussed by Railway Companies and Town
Councils. For instance, the Guide issued froo by
the Hastings Borough Association contains pictures
and information of the country for miles around and
the same applies to most others. In ths end you
will have built for yoursolf a library on your
favorite subjoct that will bo priceless to you
whon making up touring programres

but it is not real
07 the punlications you “have to buy a good
16 book will ccet the price of ous
oxtre S.R. & B. aud you possesc them for futurc usc.
Budget for thusc when pianning the tour, buy and
study them well in advauce and this will give you
many eveninga’' cnjoymoat in anticipation of the
holiday. Don't carry the bocks with you, hovever.
Enter the salieut points in o emall note-book in
chronolegical order and iake tnin with you instond.

Thus having reduced your proposed tour to 2
formula, you can vary the way Low you like. Don’t
stick Lo the formule but extract the juicy bits
according to circumstances, weathor, etc. as you
go along. The missed portions 1 provide materin
for a future tour, even if years afterwards.

In this series I propose, if the Editor arress,
(He does - Ed.) to provide the various forrmulae and
I hope you will be able to £i11 in the necessary
padding yourselves. Tho first will appoar-in the
next issue and by popular request will covor tho
"Road to thc Larchcs", the subject of =y rocent
lantorn talk to the D.A. at the A.G.Y

H.G.D.GISBURN.




HAVING IT DOWN

or
Overhauling a bicycle
B et S

Even the best Gents' super-tourer develops signs

of rheumatism, housemaid's knee or some other
distressing complaint and calls loudly for over-
haul and the Editor hopes that the following hints
may assist those members whose machines have got
into that sad state.

Before commencing to overhaul a bicycle, see that
it is not being ridden by F.W. Southall, you will
only get left if it is.

But joking apart (were we anyway), take the machine
to a suitable shed, preferably of fireproof
construction and situated as far as possible from
any maiden aunts, future mother-in-law or
representatives of the church who may be in the
vicinity and proceed to remove the white patch,
red reflector, rear triangle, red light, Belisha
Beacon and old school tie. Then seize the machine
in a firm grasp and take it through 180 degrees

(F or C to taste) along its longitudinal axis and
rest firmly upon the saddle and bars. Pick up

the tools and things you have knocked over.

Now proceed to remove the wheel as follows. Loosen
the wing-nuts. If they are tight, persuade gently
with a hammer and make a note to buy some new ones.
Grasp each end of the spindle fiercely and push
forward. At first the wheel will appear a little
coy but it will soon overcome this and fall in with
your wishes with embarrassing enthusiasm. Stop and
count to ten slowly. By this time either your
knuckles will have stopped aching or you will have
thought of a good supply of expletives with which
to ease your soul. Proceed with the other wheel as
before and hang both to the roof where they make
excellent roost for the pigeons.

-8~



Having it Down -~ Cont:

Now take each wheel separately and carefully examine
each tyre for signs of cuts, bruizes, gout, nails
flints, steels, rocks, boulders, spare car parts, etc.
and remove each one ¢arefully. Use that pieceo of
chewing gum to stop up the holes its getting a bit
worn after three weeks' use.

Regist the temptation to glay "Cheek to Chaz:k" on the
spokes and attend te the bearings.

Loosen the cones carefully. You don't do it carefullt
and will have the pleasure of watching a pretty stream
of little silver balls running along the floor, making
with a diabolical cunning, which is almost human, for
the only hole. Pause for a mathematical operation
as before. Perhaps you had better take the darn
things down to George at the cycle shop, he'll fix
them for you and you can go to the pictures.

Next thrilling installment: wrestling with the chain.

COWSULE UVANTED

SEAEJEARINALIY M e A s

Keen members are required to act as consuls for Bognor,
Battle, East Grinstead and Hurst Green Districts.

The positions do not call for heavy work. The chief
duties are to assist as far as possible all members

who may apply to them on any matter relating to touring,
Hotels, repairers, roads, etc¢. in their particular
districts and alse to iunspect sstablishments who may
&pply to be included in the touring handbook.

embers who would kindly act are requested to write
to Mr. A.A.Smith, Chief Consul, %2, Compton Road,
Brighton, 5.

il g egloal A g s g L
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EVOLUTION OF A TOURING BICYC:

When the Editor asked for an article it occurred
to me that it might be of intercst to trace the evolu-
tion of a touring bicyle.

During my first tours J rode the typical Club type
of machine with narrow saddle, 26 x 13" wheels and
double cogged hub. Thus oquipped I weat to John c'Groats
and Cape Wrath. The memory of tho discomfort of tiat
saddle is with me yet. On the level stretches of the
Grest North Road I longed for o hill to give me the
excuse for gotting off such an ungomfsilablo perch.

On another irip, this timc in Irelard, I tried anothor
narrow saddle but with coil sycings underncath; it was
no botter. It was tne following yea. during an

Alpine itour that T realised that the 1 olution
of the proolem was %o have a saddle pocviding an
adequate mea te oarry cno's weighty v t undus
prossuro.  Tho model which met this roquirement

was a B10 and singe theon I have always uscd ono with
the exception of dbrief 1n,+-v-v<ua.

Aftor tho first fow bow bogan trying variable
goars, both 1 with tho objoct of
roducing fa undosired walking.

After touring on sprints and tubulars for
years, I itricd bailoon tysres with tho object of
rondering rough roads more easily ncgotiable. The
f£irst ones were 26 x 2" Dunleps, very comfortable
and lively but making tho mackine appoar ruther
bulky and & trifle on tho hoavy side. Ly next
experinent was with a machine incorporating 24 x 2"
oponsided tyres, the diameter of the wheols was
rzduced in order to save weight without sacrificlog
comfort ond has the added ndvantage of allowing a
longer head tube and also providin re room for
luggage under the saddle. This machine had a
wheel-basc of 40ins. which in practice proved too
short. A slightly longor base provides smoother

=10~



The Evolution of a Touring Bisycle - Cout.

running.

With the experience thus acquired, I have just had
built a machine incorporating those featurss which I
have found desirable and in which the weight has been
kept as low as possible by utilising modern light
components -

The machine was built by Iir. F.W.Evans. The {rame
ie of '531° steel with 21ins. seat tube and 42ins
wheelbase. The special cranked tapered chainstays,
necessary for wheel clearance, were supplies by the
Cyc¢lo Gear Co The tyres are 24 x 1-7/8 ine open-
sided Constricviors mounted on Conley rims built on
Stmrmey a.cher brake hubs. The gear is r Super Cyclo
vith dupasuanin douvle chainwheel, tho chaluwheel

9 Teing u Sumwlox. Tho chaitwhoels are 46 avd
the freewheel has 13, 18 & 28 teoin
of goars fromn about 29 to 85. The
ont 1o & Bluene’s dynamc sot.
uard stays are of hiduminium as 21sc the seat
Tendlebars and shem. The brake lavers ar
uraismin made oy Tavucchi. Tae rmachine is finishes
comium plating, alumiviom and groeu onamels.
forpot to say that tho pedals are Uoanloy and
lioms dureel.
r . have mot given the machine any extended
test but frompreliminary trials it gives promise of
fully realising my expectation of a 1light comforiable
and responsive machine fit to go almost anywhere.

1".H.CLUTTERBUCK .

The Editor would be pleased to hear from other members
their experionces of saddles, oquipment, etc.




D. A. NOTES.

o

The Annual Genersl Heeting was hold at the
"oolpack, Herstmoncoux on Sunday 12th January.
Unfortunately our Prosidont Mr. A.A.Smith was
prevented from attending owing to business ties
but I know that he would have liked to have been
thore oven though we wanted Lo make him Chairmen.
As it was, Mr. Hodson was elected to that duty.

The Annual Report was the Tirst item of
importance which amnounced steady progress through-
out the D.A. and its Sectionc and commented upon
the many events in which the D.A. had taken part
during the yoar.

The Officers for 19%6 were thon elected as
follows: Prosident Kr. A.A.Smith

ice Presidents : Messrs. H.C.L.Clutter-
buck & A.E.Vren
Hon. Sec: Yr. J.C.V.Moule
Hon. .T.Collins
Hon. A.E.Vren

and the Committee as already nominated
by the Sections.

The scheme for the production of the liagazine
was decided upon and a D.A.meeting proposed, but
more of this anon.

A Lantern Lecture wos considered for next
winter and to obtain the services of Hodites or
Wayfarer but the question of local funds to back
the venture then arose. In these the D.A. is
sadly lacking and we are in need of ideas of
raising money. Have merbors any ideas. It is
felt that being now a well established D.A. with
over 400 members we should try to organise something
to make the CLub better known than it is in Sussex.

X



D.A.Notes - Cont.

After tea at the A.G.M. a lantern lecture was
given by our member Mr. H.G.D.Fisburn ontitlod "The
Rood to the Karches" and coverod a tour from London
to the border counties of Wales. Commencing at
Windsor the audienco journey via the screen along
the Chilto?d hills through Stoke Poges whero Giny
%ot his Elogy amd through country made fanous by
the exploits or .ohn Harpden during the Givil wWar.
The road continied through the Cotewold Bille to the
Severu valley and some beautiful interior pictures
wore shewn of-Gloucester Cathedral & Tewksbury Abbey

inally the way was taken up the beautiful ¥ye valley

its heautiful gorge, Roes and Hereford.

We should Jike to taks tois opporbunity of
azpeessing our thanks to lir. Gisoura for a most
interesiing lecture and would coogratulate him on an
excelient collection of slides.  Kr. Gisburn has
promised us 2aother at a later date.

D.A.Meeting All members are specially requested
to kéep cpen Sunday April 19th for our first meet of
the yeur. o are meetitig av karssfield at 11.0 a.m.
and proceeding to Ashdovn Forest for a picnic lunch
(wol or Tiue seye the leader) Tollowed by competitions
in the aftornoon. The arrangorients are in the capabl
hande of our cue and only "Bill" and you may be surc of
a rioutous time (the rumour that o fire lighting compel
ition is to be included is a vile slander). Bill is
going to a lot of trouble to ensure ue a first rate
time and I hope that you will all do your best to mako
the effort a roal success. If this is a success,
others will follow so see that you do your bit.

D.A.SECRETARY.

18



Section Notes

EASTERN SECTION.

HHESEEE

Way back in Noverber we made a wintry night
run to London. As o result of a little
ontorprise by Lr. Chinery we got into tho Daily
Express building and were shown over the print-
ing rooms and watched the Sunday's papers boing

turned out. Those machines made ncarly as
much row as a D.A. tea gathoring. Coming out
we adjourned to a coffec stall for lunch and was
it cold. Enough to make o polar bear call

for his Thermogone.

The New Year's Eve run on 31st Decembor
proved very enjoyable. lirs. Stubberfield
provided sn excellent supper and the run-after-
wards was recommenced in time to ride in the New
Year together with the customery rendering of
" puld Lang Syne". It is intended to make this
an annual section fixture.

The inter-section run on February 2nd with
the Lewes section proved very enjoysble to both

parties. Lowes did the 'honours' this time and
& roturn meet has been arranged for Hay 3rd this
Section providing the course. It is hoped that

more inter-scction runs will be arranged to
enable sections to got to know one another botter.
Vo visited the private aviary of the larquis
of Tavistook ot Peasmarsh on February 9th to view
a wonderful collection of birds, almost exclusive-
1y of the parrot and cockatoo. variety whose
colours have to be seen to be belicved. Visltors
aro welcomed oxcept during the breeding season
(arch to Soptember) and any intended Visits can
be arranged with N.Broad Esa., 36, Fairlight
Avenuo, Hastings (Secretary to his Lordhsip) or

-1a-



Section FNotes. Eastern Section.

Mr. Yelland, Dew Farm Poasmarsh Sussox (curator)
Futurc arrangements include: March 22n8, visit
to R.A.F. Station, Hawkinge, Kont. April 5th.
First annual invitation run. The Seotion Soo:
would appreciste hearing a week beforehand if any
mombers propose attending
We also hope to f‘upror‘t the Hastings Cernival this
yoar and any merhers knowing the wheroabouts of some
©0ld machines would oblige the Section Sec: by ocommuni-
cating with hin. Hastonian. :

Bastbourne Section. We have arrangod to hold
quarterly goneral ooting in future the first to
tako placo on Sunday Yarch 22nd at "The Swan" Woods
Corner.

A run to Croydon Aerodromo is most notable among
some attractive tours arranged for Xarch.

Beaconsficld has been chosen as the dsstination
of tho Eastor tour when the famous model villago,
Bokonscot, will bo visited. Further particulers
from Hon. Scc. or ¥r. F.Howlett.

Ou Sunday, February 22rd we took part in a
pownland hike (and made it an excuse for bursting
into song-Ed.)

Iast Sunday we o'er the Downs did hiks

Onito a change fron the usual bxkc.

Stanloy Teve was the one who le

Use 211 towards tho top of Boachy Hoad.

Then cn we tramped to Dirling Gap,

Where we thought we'd take a nap
But Stan urged us on o'er the Seven Sisters
By then our feet shewed signs of blisters.
Still, on we trudged into Alfriston
there to have some tea we did ineist on. (whew!)
After tea we cormenced to walk agein,

Tramping along to some well-known refrain
Until we heard someone give a cheer
For the lights of Esstbourne they could see clear
And we knew we were near to the end of the hike
Say, next Sunday give me back my bike !

B




Lewes Section

Our Annual Party was held at the 01d Bull Iun,
Huret Green in danusry. Owing to national mourning
we spent a quiet but pleasant evening. The run
home Wng enlivened by dynamo trouble. One developed
o bulb-burning complex and finally the whole contrap-
tion gave up the ghost, much to ths sogret delight,
I believe of the gas-burning fraternity.

February lst was notable for the inter-section
run with the Eastern Section but an unfortunate
encounter with a dog before lunch caused a nasty
8pill to three members. Fortunately no severe
personal injuries wore sustained but much material
drmage was done to machines and the scheduled rough-
stuff for the afternoon had to be cancelled.

The zing run p 31 from r took
plece on February 23rd and judging from the large
heap of rubbish which turned up at the tea place,
the whole of East Sussex must have been scoured.

Future events include a return runn with the
Fastern Soction, a speed-judging contest in April
and a two-day tourlet at Easter.

LEWESTAN.
Western Section

Our Annual Lunch held at The Black Dog & Duck,
Dury on February 16th was made notable by the
presence of several woll-known figures in the Oycling
world particularly kLirs. Farkes (Petronolla) and
¥r. G.H.Stancor, General Sccrotary of the Club.

We were plensed to welcome a large contingent from
tho South Bucks D.A. which brought éur numbers to
over eighty.  After tho usual toasts, two of which
wore roplied to by tho well known cyclists referred
to, we adjoined to "watch the dickey birds". A most
onjoyablo & memorable cvont.

WESTERNER.

ZTHE
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